
The United States Constitution 
 

Lesson Overview: United States Constitution - Explain the purpose and the 
foundational principles.  
Subject: Social Studies 
Grade Level: 4th-6th 
 
Goals and Outcomes 
Purpose and Vision: 
Explore the U.S. Constitution and be able to demonstrate understanding of the 
purpose, the development, and the foundational principles of the U.S. Constitution.  
 
State Standards:  
Standard 5.3.1 Use examples from the Constitution to investigate and explain the 
development, general purpose, and significant foundational principles of the United 
States government. 
 
Learning Intentions: 
Students will explore the U.S. Constitution. 
Students can demonstrate the purpose of the U.S. Constitution.  
Students can identify the foundational principles of the U.S. government.  
 
Planning Instruction: 
Customized Supports (including accommodations and scaffolds): 

●​ Break down constitution sentence by sentence with relatable examples of 
each sentence.  

●​ Add in visual aids to help with relatable examples of each sentence.  
●​ Use a choice board for students to be able to show their understanding in 

various ways.  
●​ Utilize small groups or vertical board groups. (Groups of no more than 2-3 

students per group. 
Background Knowledge Needed: 
A basic understanding of the revolutionary war and why the colonies felt the need for 
a constitution to help separate them from Great Britain.  
 
Materials: 

●​ Vertical Boards (optional but helpful) 
●​ Copies of the U.S. Constitution - it would be helpful to have separated copies 

of the individual sections of the Constitution.  
●​ Highlighters for each group 
●​ Access to a Thesaurus or a device to access a digital thesaurus  



Instruction:  
Connection to Prior Knowledge: 

●​ Have students get into vertical board groups, then have the students create a 
K-W-L chart on their vertical board with what they already Know, what they 
Want to know, and then they’ll fill in the what they Learned section of the 
K-W-L chart at the end of the lesson.  

●​ Connect the constitution to the class rules or class mission statement.  
●​ Use a picture or a video of a timeline leading up to the constitution to remind 

students of the events leading up to the writing of the constitution.  
Introduce and Model New Knowledge: 
Begin with the Preamble: 
Have a printed copy of the preamble for students at each group. Have the students 
return to their group and highlight any words/phrases that they don’t understand. 
Have students underline words that they do know, even if they don’t quite know the 
word in context yet.  
Have one student in each group pull up the thesaurus (on a computer or a book 
version) and look up the words that the group didn’t know. Have the groups replace 
unknown words with words that mean the same thing that they do know.  
Pull the class back together as a group, and have a few groups, who you feel like 
truly grasped the meaning of the preamble, share what they discovered the preamble 
means.  
 
With pictures/videos review the preamble again as a class, in words that the class 
can understand.  
 
Example of what this could look like: 
Original: We the People of the United States 
Simplified: All the people in the United States 
Picture: A diverse group of people in front of the U.S. Flag 
 
Original: In Order to form a more perfect Union 
Simplified: we want to work together to make our country better 
Picture: puzzle with pieces coming together 
 
Original: establish Justice 
Simplified: want everyone to be treated fairly 
Picture: a scale and have the sides being balanced equally 
 
Original: insure domestic Tranquility 
Simplified: want there to be peace and happiness in our country 
Picture: children playing happily together 
 



Original: provide for the common defense 
Simplified: want to make sure we can protect our country 
Picture: the army 
 
Original: promote the general Welfare 
Simplified: make sure everyone is taken care of 
Picture: a home and a hospital 
 
Original: and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity 
Simplified: We want to have freedom for us and our children 
Picture: family tree 
 
Original: do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America 
Simplified: We agree to these rules to run our country. 
Picture: Picture of classroom rules 
 
Provide Guided Practice:  
*This might be a good time to switch up small groups if students are getting antsy in 
their previous groups. There will need to be10 different groups for this portion. 
 
Small groups of students are now going to be assigned a section of Article I of the 
constitution. They are going to explore the section they are assigned as a group to 
understand the meaning of the section.  
 
Students will begin by going through their section and highlighting the words they 
don’t know. They continue to the same process as before where they use the 
thesaurus to determine alternate words for the words they don’t know. Teacher 
needs to circulate to groups to help clarify or redirect groups that are struggling to 
find the true meaning of each section.  
 
Still in their groups, students will then create a poster, skit, or short slide show to 
demonstrate what their section of the constitution means. Groups of students will 
present their selection of the first article to the class.  
 
Provide Independent Practice: 
Students will now be assigned an article and a section for the remaining six articles 
of the U.S. Constitution. Depending on class size, there will likely be 2-3 students 
assigned to each section, however they will be working independently.  
 
*As an accommodation, you can strategically assign the sections so that students 
who may struggle have the same assignment as students who are extending. You can 



then give those students some time to discuss and brainstorm together before they 
complete their independent portion.  
 
Article II - 4 sections 
Article III - 3 sections 
Article IV - 4 Sections 
Article V - 1 Section 
Article VI - 1 section 
Article VII - 1 section 
 
Students will then have to follow the same process of trying to decipher their section 
of the Constitution that they did the previous two activities. Then they will display 
their understanding of their assignment using a choice board, where they can decide 
how they want to show their understanding of their assignment of the constitution.  
 
Choice Board Options: 
Flip Video 
Slide Show 
Poster 
Write a letter to a younger student 
Rap 
Poem 
 
Adapt Instruction: 
Extending Learning: 

●​ Students who are extending can continue exploring and begin dissecting the 
Bill of Rights.  

●​ Students who are extending can go to a younger grade classroom and 
conduct their own “mini lesson” of the constitution to the younger grade.  

Learning Interventions: 
●​ Students can work with the teacher at the back table.  
●​ Students can brainstorm with extending students who were given the same 

topic as them.  
●​ Students can have a modified final assignment.  

 


