
Background Information 
The amendments to the United States Constitution originated from the need to 
address specific issues and gaps identified in the original framework of the 
Constitution, reflecting evolving societal values and political needs. The first ten 
amendments, known as the Bill of Rights, were introduced in 1789 and ratified in 
1791, arising from demands by several states for greater protection of individual 
liberties. These initial amendments aimed to safeguard fundamental rights such as 
freedom of speech, religion, and the press, and to ensure protections against 
arbitrary governmental actions. Subsequent amendments have often been 
motivated by significant social movements or pivotal historical events, such as the 
Civil War, the Civil Rights Movement, and the quest for gender equality. 

The process of amending the Constitution is deliberately rigorous to ensure that 
any changes reflect a broad consensus and thorough consideration. An amendment 
can be proposed either by a two-thirds majority in both the House of 
Representatives and the Senate or by a constitutional convention called for by two-
thirds of state legislatures, although the latter method has never been used. Once 
proposed, the amendment must be ratified by three-fourths of the state legislatures 
or state conventions. This high threshold is designed to hasty modifications to the 
Constitution, ensuring that only those changes with widespread support and clear 
necessity are adopted. 

Throughout American history, the amendment process has served as a crucial 
mechanism for the evolution and adaptation of the Constitution, allowing it to 
address new challenges and incorporate progressive ideals. The 13th, 14th, and 
15th Amendments, for example, were pivotal in abolishing slavery and 
establishing citizenship and voting rights for African Americans in the aftermath of 
the Civil War. The 19th Amendment, ratified in 1920, granted women the right to 
vote, marking a significant victory for the women's suffrage movement. More 
recent amendments have tackled issues ranging from presidential succession to the 
voting age, demonstrating the ongoing relevance and flexibility of the amendment 
process in responding to the needs of a dynamic and changing nation. 

 

 

 



Amendments 
Amendment Proposed Ratified Background 

1-10 (Bill of 
Rights) 

1789 1791 
Response to calls from several states for greater 
constitutional protection of individual liberties. 

11 1794 1795 
Clarified judicial power over foreign nationals and limited 
citizens' ability to sue states. 

12 1803 1804 
Modified the procedure for electing the President and Vice 
President. 

13 1865 1865 Abolished slavery and involuntary servitude. 

14 1866 1868 Granted citizenship and equal protection under the law. 

15 1869 1870 
Prohibited denial of the right to vote based on race, color, 
or previous condition of servitude. 

16 1909 1913 
Allowed Congress to levy an income tax without 
apportioning it among the states. 

17 1912 1913 
Established the direct election of U.S. Senators by popular 
vote. 

18 1917 1919 Instituted prohibition of alcohol. 

19 1919 1920 Granted women the right to vote. 

20 1932 1933 Changed the dates of congressional and presidential terms. 

21 1933 1933 Repealed the 18th Amendment (prohibition). 

22 1947 1951 Limited the President to two terms in office. 

23 1960 1961 Granted presidential electors to the District of Columbia. 

24 1962 1964 Prohibited poll taxes in federal elections. 

25 1965 1967 Clarified presidential succession and disability procedures. 

26 1971 1971 Lowered the voting age from 21 to 18. 

27 1789 1992 
Delayed laws affecting Congressional salary from taking 
effect until after the next election of representatives. 
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Response to calls from several states 
for greater constitutional protection 
of individual liberties.

11TH AMENDMENT

Clarified judicial power over foreign 
nationals and limited citizens' ability 
to sue states.

12TH AMENDMENT

Modified the procedure for 
electing the President and 
Vice President.

13TH AMENDMENT

Abolished slavery and 
involuntary servitude

14TH AMENDMENT

Granted citizenship and 
equal protection under the 
law

15TH AMENDMENT

Prohibited the denial of the 
right to vote based on race, 
color or previous condition 
of servitude

16TH AMENDMENT

Allowed Congress to levy 
an income tax without 
apportioning it among the 
states

17TH AMENDMENT

Established the direct 
election of U.S. Senators by 
popular vote

18TH AMENDMENT

Instituted prohibition of 
alcohol

19TH AMENDMENT

Granted women the right 
to vote

19

33

20TH AMENDMENT

Changed the dates of 
congressional and presidential 
terms

19

33

21st AMENDMENT

Repealed the 18th amendment

22nd AMENDMENT19

51
Limited the president to two 
terms of office

19

61

23rd AMENDMENT

Granted presidential electors 
to the District of Columbia

19

64

24th AMENDMENT

Prohibited poll taxes in federal 
elections

25th AMENDMENT 19

67
Clarified presidential 
succession and disability 
procedures

19

71
Lowered the voting age from 
21 to 18

26th AMENDMENT

19

92

27th AMENDMENT

Delayed laws affecting 
Congressional salary taking 
effect until the next election of 
representatives


